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Who is Caleb?

Caleb Lannigan ischeduled to make his grand entry into this world on or about April 8, 2010.
He is my greagrandson. That means he will enter Kindergarten in 2015, graduate from middle
school in 2024 and graduate from high school in 2028.

While we educators often getuggt up intechnologythings my hope ighat we never lose site
of thestudents we teacfiechnology will never replace human cont&ther, its roles to
enhance it in many waysspecially in educatioifhat is why | hope this manueanhelp set the
stage fothe educational journey thato on ~ wi | | be Cal ebds.

This manual and this coursktegrating Technology into Your Teachjrgenot primarily about

bits and bytes and computergdahe Internet; reallyAll the technology in the world will not

help us unless we stay focused on Caleb and your children and grandchildren and, with any luck,
your greatgrandchildren.
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How to use this manual

9 & You can certainly print this manui read itif you want to However,it is

y much better to see it as the online resource it is meant to be. It includes
manyembedded links that provide the contand tutorialdor Integrating
Moodle into Your TeachingheWeb makes it exciting for usy allowing
contentto be far more alive asstimulateghe senses. We listen, we
watch, wenteract, we learnThat istheintent of this course and this manual

See you online!
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A screen shot taken from a veagtive Moodle siteWhile a screen shot does not allow for
scrolling to see course sites, note how this district is creative in providing active sites for parents
and organizations.
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Tn Before we begin

What Will Caleb Learn?

When | went to Algonquin Regional High School as principal, | wrote an article entiieat,

Will Cheryl Learn?My purpose was to set the stage for major changes in technology at the
school . I distributed the artaofgettilgsombr ough t ea
discussion started. That was in the fall of 1993 when my granddaughter Cheryl was two years

old and not in school yet.

It is sixteen years later as | write thiZheryl has graduated from high school and has begun

another chapter in her lif@his time | would like to talk about Caleb, my grgaandson.

Al t hough the context in which Caleb wil!/ ent e
my ongoing workm schools is very different from that of a principal, | ask the question with the

same intensityWhat will Caleb learn?

Back at Al gonquin in 1993, the school had onl
networking or for Internet access. The |wlhddress system was so antiquated we had to turn it

off after making the morning announcements; otherwise, a wisp of smoke would work its way

from the back. During that year we did manage to have the school wired. One of our first

projects was the adain of a computerized writing lab adjacent to the library. We also added a

math | ab and a business | ab. Thatds how our |

Today it is almost impossible to find a schoo
Interactive Wekbasedwvhite boards are quite common. Some schools are redesigning education
to accommodate laptops, mp3 players and even smart phones. The cost of laptops is coming

down. Netbooks can be purchased for tHreedred dollars.

So! As technology continues to evelwVhat will Caleb LearnTheryl entered Kindergarten in
1995. Caleb will enter kindergarten in 2015. If schools remain structured they way they are
today, he will gaduate from high school in 2028F schools remain structured they way they
are today. Tht is a very bidF, especially when we consider the speed with which wireless

access is becoming almost universal.



One of the most significant barriers to Caleb
high stakes testing mandated by stated.thet these are bad in and of themselves, but they tend

to be based largely on short answer tests that measure recall and understanding, the lowest levels

of | earning i n htBlwwendnélgedudr@exbau/Blanbjbams_taxonomy.htm

I n todayds higher education, professional and
measure student readinesbey seldom allow for creativity, the highest level of learning in the

revi sed Bl oombés Taxonomy. Nor do they allow f
important components of learning and achievement. Yet Cgbeio children and grandchildren

will have to develop skills relative information processing, collaboration beyond school and
classroom walls, and setfirection Current mandated testing programs are hardly asidges

these outcomes although some schools are taking steps to remedy thimsitrdortunately,

some remain stuck in the narrow scope of these tests

Technology evolves almost daily. When Cheryl entered Grade 7 in 2002, a major innovation of

the day was the advent of Mainebs wi2022] ess | a
Given the rate at which technology continuestoevelve, r eal |y dondét know wh
will be available to himWe can assume, though, that the trend to wireless technologies will

continue even in developing countri¥ghat, then, will he Ern? It is my hope that, in addition

to some basic knowledge and skills, he will also learn three skill sets:

a. information processing,
b. collaboration beyond school and classroom walls, and

c. selfdirection.

These are also the same skills that | emphasizesicdlurse.

Back to Table of Contents
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Tfj‘ 100 CJ J £ Integrating Moodlle irto, Your Teaching,

Syllabus
Revised February 2009

Course description: This course is designed to enable teachers to migrate their courses in part
or in whole to a Moodkbased online environment. The primary focus of the course is the
development of online pedagogies that teachers can apply in order to answer the essential
guestion, "What can we achieve online that we cannot achieve as well or as fully in a more
traditional faceto-face environment?" To respond to that question, participating teachers will
study, discuss and apply proven online pedagogies designed to inmuiweualized attention,

to provide intensive collaborative learning approaches, to provide additional opportunities for
teachers to mentor their students, and to provide better opportunities forisohwol
communication.

Overview Participating teachis will integrate these pedagogies within the context of improving
student achievement in ways equal to or greater than those 4bffam® courses of the same
title. This course can be completely online (asynchronmasonsite class meetings) or
blerded/hybrid (mix of irclass and online) depending on local needs. Either way, a major
component of this course includes highly interactive online discussions emphasizing the
relationship between student achievement and collaborative leafhirmyigh pargipation in

this course, teachers wdkevelop their own course site Moodle. (See Student Assessment
section at the end of this syllabus.)

Instructor Romeo Marquiss the Executive Director dfhe Learning
Curve Consortiunand is one of its founding partnerdeis the
Ml | developer of this graduate level course and is its primary instructor. He is
‘ 2 a former teacher, principal and associate dean for academic technology
and distance education. He continues to teathorgraduate programs
, for teachers and administrascat Framingham State Colleg€urriculum

\"i\ . & Technology andducatimal LeadershipHe is a recipient of the

Pathfinder Award from the Massachusetts Computer Using Educators

(MassCUE) and the Contributor of Distinction Award from Massachusetts Collede®.

Email: romeo@romeomarquis.com
Phone978606-7023
Skype: romeomarquis



http://www.thelearningcurve.org/
http://www.thelearningcurve.org/
mailto:romeo@romeomarquis.com

y Texts: There is no textbook for this course. However, there are assigned readings and
Y multimedia tools that provide dynamic cent not typically available in static textbooks.
The sections in this manual that include the assigned materials begin on FRigad®
understand that all assigned readings and multimedia in this course are to be studied within the
contextofii nf or mati on processingo rather than bein
ability to process the information will not be measured in quizzes and tests but in discussion
forums and in the development of your own Moodle site for your students.

, Course
&% objectives

1. Participating teachers will demonstrate understanding of the advantages of online
learning for their students.

2. Participating teachers will prepare dynamic course content including a detailed syllabus
with links to relevant Web sisefor students and their parents.

3. Participating teachers will search for and find various media relevant to their own
teaching areas and will integrate multimedia into their course sites.

5. Participating teachers will prepare online opportunitigsstudent interactivity designed
to improve student achievement throwgimtent engagementools will include threaded
discussion board forums.

6. Participants will develop assessment tools to measure student performance beyond basic
skills into higherevels of critical thinking.

» Course
outline
.Y

Module 1: Why onlineThe ongoing migration to an online environment began several
years ago and continues to expand at exponential rates. While the initial thrust was in
higher education, elementary and setaoy schools are now adapting to this

@ environment at a rapid pace. During this module, participating teachers will answer the
essential question, "What can we achieve online that we cannot achieve as well or as fully in a
more traditional facéo-face envionment?" They will answer this question through assigned
readings and through threaded online discussions. They will combine their thoughts with those of
their colleagues in order to develop specific objectives for the online course that they plan to
devdop.

10



e Developing an online | earning community; a
we achieve online that we cannot achieve as well or as fully in a more traditional
environment?09

e Developing and sharing your preliminary plan for your online coutsgceating your
initial course site in Moodle; configuring your course site.

' & Module 2: Developing a dynamic syllabus and other content for online
\\ENL LA Buﬁteachinq and learningAn effective syllabus is much more than a course
outline. It is a summary includgna course description, instructor

background, course objectives, description of text (if required), outline of major topics, and
student assessment procedures. Inl2kenvironment, the syllabus should also include a brief
section for parentshow to catact the teacher and other relevant information. Thalaydl
becomes a contrabetween instructor and students. In a traditional environment, the syllabus is
a rather static document. In an online environment, however, the syllabus is a dynamic document
that includes links to related topics. In this module, participating teachiédewelop a dynamic
syllabus for the online course that they are preparing. They will complete this assignment with
the benefit of assigned readings coupled with interactive online discussions allowing for
collaborative learning.

Without content theresino course. On the other hand, simply uploading

{,,‘ "stuff" to a course site is often referred to as "shovelware" in online circles.

! The opposite, of course, includes a content overview supplied by the teacher in
, ki athoughtful manner. For example, if | werkigh school chemistry teacher,

] fr as | was many years ago, "shovelware" would mean that | would simply list
\ 1 <'£/ the assigned chapter or pages being studied. On the other hand, it would be
much better if | prepared a brief overview of the assigned readings amddsvhat we will
be doing in class. This involves some thoughtful writing, of course, resulting in a dynamic
overview that takes the student far beyond the limitations of a traditional textbook. Why would |
do this? Because as a teacher | recognizesthdents have different learning styles and that as a
teacher | must help them interpret course content that is presented by way of a textbook that is
definitely not"one size fits all."Your own well prepared overview of how course content fits
within the context of a well developed online course is very important to your students' content
mastery. Teacher prepared content can also be in the form of MP3 files or video clips.

o Critical Thinking Community (Select the lesson plans that fit your area. Keamah
that these plans were not necessarily prepared for online use. It'gayptdcadapt
whatever you think might be helpful.) See://www.criticalthinking.org/articles/index.cfm

o Goback to the top of your own course site. To what extent does your online course site
begin to answer our essenti al guestion, n w
accomplish as well or as fully in a more traditional setting? Here is another a&ssenti

11
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guestionin what ways can your online course site help you make better use of the time
that you have in class with your students?

Collaboration Module 3: Online content engagemedbllaborative learning works!
Yet many teachers have experienced the frustration of trying to
conduct a productive classroom discussion. Several students willingly
participate. Others sit back and listen although we know from research
Knowledge Learning and practice that agely engaging the content through participation is
\J far more effective than simply listening. Once the discussion has
ended, how much do students actually take away with them for further
study? Were they able to take notes? Even if the teacher makessusalajroups, how much
time is actually available to analyze the discussion in each group? In an online environment like
Moodle, these barriers disappéahe teacher knows how to organize and lead a highly
interactive discussion board forum to activehgage course content. When this happahs,
students participate. Students who are reticent in class often flourish online; they don't feel
intimidated by more confident and verbose classmates. The discussion need not be limited to
classroom time; owutf-class participation is contefacused. The forum can include all students
or can be organized into smaller groups. At the end of the forum, all students have a written
transcript of the discussion including the teacher's direction and comments. \Véhatgplg
notes!The key is for the teacher to understand and apply the critical thinking concepts studied
on Module 3

o Same reading assignments as Module 2. Note, however, the critical thinking articles and
how these apply to the design of effective online discussion forums. In this module you
have an excellent opportunity give serious consideration to redesigning hoorw

e Understanding the different levels of learning and retention; developing online tools for
content engagement

e Preparing discussion forums and assignments to reflect course content

Module 4: Assessing students at different levkslying on what halseen learned
”, and applied so far, participants will learn how to apply Moodle's grading
| /_E mechanisms to the assessment of critical thinking skills and creativity of students in
/

their online course.

So far this course has focused on fundamental onlinedadlprocesses that
enable you to answer the essenti al guestion t
t hat we cannot accomplish as well or as fully
together a truly excellent online coursesittewsi onl 'y the tools and proce
so far. The basic elements of an effective online course are:

12



e adynamic syllabugor outline of content and expectatidnan overview)
e dynamic course content and

o effectively designed discussion foruisd assignments that encourage and demand
critical thinking and collaborative learning

There is every reason to believe that you can develop an extremely productive and effective
online course site using only the tools that we have used so far. One efsopad and

professional goals in this course has been to model the essentials within the context of effective
pedagogy supported by Moodle. However, you have perhaps come to the correct assumption that
Moodle includes additional online tools that allowuyto enhance and strengthen your course

site. True!

So! If you choose to integrate some or all of the other tools described in Moodle, go right ahead.
Experiment and play with these tools until you get the hang of them. But do so not just because

they areavailable but because you will integrate them in a pedagogically sound manner. To find
these tools, go to your course site and click
produce two putdown menus, one for resources and the other foritaesi.

» Assessment of

< participating teachers

¢ 30% online discussions reflecting understanding and application of assignments. These
discussions are held in a threaded discussion bBardember all assigned readings
and multimedia in this course areltoe st udi ed wi thin the cont e
processingo rather than being able to reca
the information will not be measured in quizzes and tests but in discussion forums and in
the development of your own Mibe site for your students.

e 30% preparation of assigned materials in some of the modules. These assignments must
reflect the intent of the assigned modules (preparation of syllabus, course materials, etc.)

and must show evidence of critical thinking.

e 40%final product: an online course site ready for student enrollees

Back to Table of Contents
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Integrating Moodle into Your Teaching

r How to Take This Course

I n order to set the stage for this uni
mind. Here are two videos that will help develop the mindset that you will need in this course.
The first video,The Little Red Schoolhouse quite dramatic in its portyal of changes taking

place in education. Here itis
http://www.teachertube.com/viewVideo.php?video id=79936&title=The Moodle Course&ref=romeo

The second video describes the three skills that we must emphasize with our students. These are
(1) information processing, (2) collaboration and teamwork, and (3dsetition.Watch

carefully, because | 0 vaenodfieation btleegeskils.t hi s cour se
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5dybgqHTA

So! We are now considering three skills reflected in the development of this dowaddition |
have received excellent suggestionsrfrieachers who have taken it and are now applying it to
their own Moodle courses. Here are a few of the most common issues in a Q/A format:

1. What is my primary assignment in this course?
Although there will be several formative assignments in this counse pyimary or
summative assignments arecteateyour own Moodle course site for your own students
and tocreatea product that will demonstrate how you will assess the performance of the
students in your course.

2. Can | work at my own pace?
Yes,as longas you meet certain deadlindr example, note that there is a start date at
the beginning of each module. How you schedule your own time is up to you as long as
you move along according to the dates provided.

3. Do | have to complete each module beforprbceed to the next one?
Actually, no. For example, during Module 2 you will be developing content for your
students. Rather than prepatkyour course content in Module 2 right away, you might
want to prepare content for one section of your own Moaullese site and then develop
a relevant discussion forum (Module 3) and then develop an assessment approach
(Module 4) and then add students to your course site (Module 5). You are free to develop
your own Moodle course site according to your own prioraieong as you start each
module on or before the specified date.

4. Does this mean that | will be working alone during this course?
Uh-uh. This course is highly interactive. It includes a help center plus a discussion forum

15
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in each module. You will be abko share your ideas and to get help from all enrolled
teachers regardless thie school in which they work.

5. Are there any required class meetings?
No. Since this course is compl etHenewer,lonl i ne
am available talo live screen sharing as needed.

6. Are all assignments required?
All assignments are required for those taking this course for credit and optional for those
taking the course on a namedit (audit) basis.

7. What single piece of advice can you give me thdt influence how well | will do in
this course?
That is perhaps the easiest of all questions to answer. Since this course does not include
any for mal class meetings, itbdés very easy
My advice to you igo discipline yourself to schedule approximately the same amount of
time in this course as you would in any other graduate coiis& should guarantee
success. On the other hand, procrastination can quickly lead to a situation in whieh catch
up can be wgy difficult. A word of caution heré My experience tells me very clearly
that teachers enrolled for credit in this course do very well since all assignments are
required for them but that teachers enrolled on aanedit basis tend to fall behind
quickly. Please plan accordingly¥ou might want to take another look at the Alan
November videohttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V589bgHTA

8. Is individualized help available?
Yes! Help is available to all participantdether or not they are enrolled for creditelp
is available on a regular basis. Depending on the number of participants in this course,
sometimes course facilitators work with me to provide individual helpapgdort as
needed. We automatically receive an email of each posting in the Help Desk forum in the
course site. We respond very quickly. | am also available by &émail
romeo@romeomarquis.coitand by phone at 97806-7023.

See you online!

Back to Table of Contents
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T Module 1: Why?

Why Teach Online?

Long before Caleb enters Kindergarten, he will have experienced online technologies. From his

mot her s | ap he will have heard the voices an
Skype or throughthe cr een on hi s parentsdtl avatsmP twlpersesw ¢
will have listened to songs and poems, will have watched videos, and will have benefitted from a

wide array of Web sites for toddlers. Surprised? Try a Web search for Web sites for toddlers.

The Internet will not have replaced hisdis and educational toys, but will have added to them.

By the time Caleb enters primary grades, his classroom will not be limited to tangible materials.
It will include Web resources with all sorts of muiedia tools for learning. Theols will

include many activities that can be completed at home with his parents, thereby reinforcing what
he is learning at school. His teachers will be even more important in this environment as they
find, adapt and prepare content for online use. They will even condtual\donferences with

parents who find it difficult to come to school because of work and other reasons.

As Caleb proceeds through middle school and then high school, the online
environment will become even more prevalent as school and classroom walls

become |l ess restrictive. Teacherso6 rol

become more familiar with variousrfos ofinstructional desigrenriched by
the availability of online technologieln-class time will be structured much differently. Even
more dramatic, however, will be homework requiring online collaboration with other students
and even online help sess®ofacilitated by teachers and tutors. Some of the tutors might even be
older students or graduate students at colleges and universities. Students will even learn from

guest experts from anywhere in the world.

If you think this is a picture of the futurehink again. It happens now! | can give you examples
of everything | have described on this page. The difference, as we move forward, is that these
examples will soon be the norm, certainly by the time Caleb is in high school.

We can beginthen, by asking/Vhat canstudentsachieve online thaheycannot achieve as

well or as fully in a more traditional environmertfeére are some of the answers:

17



a. Online learning worksWe now have research data that confirm its effectiveness. Not
only do we have the mettudy described above, we now have analysis provided by
experienced online teachersTihe Learning Curve Consortium Worldwider a
complete list of schools using Moodle within our consortium, please see

www.thelearningcurve.or@nd follow thelink under the Community

b. Technologys where the students are. Theyiakeed consumers of various technologies
including computers, mp3 players and mobile phone of various types. A famous
professional basketballcoaohn c e sai d, #fAThe only good pass
students are to catch our passes, we cannot continue to teach as we did years ago. We
must accept todayds tool s dakalookiat ®shdthem t o
video entittlee, R&idh®chool house. 0

http://www.teachertube.com/viewVideo.php?video id=78286&title=Little_Red Schoolhouse&ref=romeo

c. Online contents far moredynamic and relevant than the static contdrdutdated and
overpriced textbookddere are two examples of content that are far more dynamic than
text in a book. The first is a brief video

second is a video geloped by thregeachers in one of my classes.

http://romeomarqguis.com/video/newtonl.wmv

http://www.teachertube.com/viewVideo.php?video id=80950&title=Fruit_and_the Scientific Method&ref=romeo

d. Content engagementline can inaldeall students rather than only the more vocal
students in a traditional classroom. Shy students often flourish in the online environment.
I n a coll aborative | earning assignment 1in
participation and contribudns in a discussion board forum. The teacher can read an
entire transcript of team activity and can easily determine which students are carrying
their part of the team assignment and which are not. The teacher can also grade all posts
in a discussion threk. For individual assignments, tea
Assignment feature that allows private interaction between teacher and student including
feedback mechanisms in a paperless environment. Online, teachers can review data

anytime to decide which studls can proceed independently and which need help and

18
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additional support.

e. Student assessmastbased omproject based results, individual performance and
transcripts to verify participative contributions to collaborative learritege is a brief
videoby Al an November. I n it he describes thr

topic is very relevant to this sectiagntp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5e9bgHTA

f. Schoolhome relationgre enhanced because of the availability of online content and

assignments.
Each of these topics will be addressed in more detail later imtmsial

If you are considering the addition of online tools to your career as a teacher, then you should
first ask yourself\Why do | want to undertake this ventute®here something in your teaching
that makes you search for better tools? If so, then welcome to a growing number of teachers who

are learning about the advantages of Moodle.

Each chapter in thisarualincludes information relative to effective teaching practices in the
Moodl e online environment. However, i f youodre
the fundamentals of online teaching are the sdmey are based on soundline pedagogy

reflecting years of research and practice by many, many professional educators

When | decided to prepare timsanual | asked several experienced Moodle teachers to help me

create a link between the physical world of the classroom and that of the online environment.
They are truly the Achampions of thEweyonline e
really make thigs happen by redesigning what theyaddhey continue to help their students

achieve at higher levels. They have contributed to this handbook by answering my questions

about specific topics and processes. Here is how some of them responded to my, question

"Overall, how has Moodle made a difference in your teaching?"

e Nate RoOnNno, economics teacher: fiMoodl|l e has
to students both in and out of class. o

19
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Tari Shea, chemistry teachéeepmysi@ensbeof my m
ready for college where they are likely to encounter things like Moodle. | have always

been skeptical about wusing an online forum
continues, ANAStudents go reimgsedwhenmbsthgand!l e t o

students check the calendar for homework and other reminders. Students learn concepts

faster so | dondédt have to spend a week on
with Moodle and its resources. o
Suzanne Stacey™grade Engl i sh teacher: AThe biggest

being able to offer my shy students a way

Cindy Yetman, technology teacher: AThis ha

my students. o0

Lynne Pelto,s ual arts teacher: AMoodl e provides
resources and their work in ways not possible in a regular classroom. It allows students
who are out of class to access assignments from outside the school. It allows for different
learningstyles and learning speeds. There are written instructions to go along with my
verbal instructions. There are visual examples. There are web sites and PowerPoints they
can use for resources. If students do not finish work in class, they can take agmeuch ti

as they want, finish it at home or after s

Finally, here is a response that you might find surprising, and | gliméebest, though, is
that | get to know my students at a much deeper |&¥#elt ten yars of teaching online,
| agree. While | might not recognize my students in the supermarket, | certainly have a

much better awareness of their academic productivity.

e | emphasize the term Aredesigning instr
ﬂf’“g t echnol owywre rot sfnbngmous. Integrating technology often means
:5‘5, using technology on top of what we already do in the classroom. That might be

fine with assignments that require word processing, developing spreadsheets,
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using PowerPoint for whole class presénotes, and so on. While this is helpful, it falls far short

of the potential of online teaching and learnintguly doing things differently. This does not

mean that there is something witmeagsusingt h fAi nt e
technologyin ways that are not possible within the boundaries of classroom walls and

traditional homework assignmentsa many instances it means taking advantage of tools that are
already familiar to students. For example, viewing a content related video clipetenvyh

narration for repetitious review of a major concept breaks the traditional barriers of time, space

and static notes. We don't need tons of research to know how this can affect student

achievement.

There are compelling reasons for redesigninguietibn with online tools. These tools enable
teachers to break the barriers of time and space by creating approaches that are just not possible
in traditional classrooms, even those in which offline technologies are integrated. In the

following chapters gu will learn more about these reasons and consider ideas from real teachers

in their own classrooms.

As we continue to strengthen teaching with online technologies through instructional design, the
term Aonlineo wil/l p e r h tgissbecdmes rmopeppheraughlya s t he u
engrained in what teachers dkar all of this to happen, a comprehensive eLearning solution

must be in place. In this course, we will address all three components reflected in this diagram.

Instructional
Design

Professional

Hosting Development

Comprehensive
eLearning
Solution

Back to Table of Contents
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Additional resourcegclick on the images)

Preparing K-12 Teachers to Teach Online
Greg Kearsley & Robert Blomeyer tm""/

COnline courses have become very popular in higher education and with the emergence of virtual schools are becoming common at the k-12
lewel (see Clark, 2001; Vail 2001). While most universities and colleges have established training programs to prepare their faculty to teach
online, school systems are just beginning to address this need. As Mckenzie (2001) notes, preparing teachers to teach online needs to involve
a lot more than the short workshops typical of inservice training. Hannum (2001) describes an extensive state-wide initiative in Colorado. The
Concord Consortium and linois Online Network both have successful online teacher training programs. A number of online leaming system
wendors such as Apex Learning, Blackboard Inc., and eCollege also offer online teacher training programs, although these tend to be tailored to
their systems.

This article describes some of the issues associated with preparing school teachers to teach online based upon recent work at the MNorth
Central Regional Educational Laboratory (NCREL). While the focus of the discussion is K-12, most of these issues also apply to higher
education faculty and instructors in the training domain.

-

L a0 10 Virtual High School
<y o ,
’ Global Consortium

' ] y
L !:LE&'J ;
5 - ‘- . ':‘,

Yirtual High School is the worldwide leader in collaborative
online education and professional development.

p— Member Login
Y

ey .()) The Learning
&~ Curve Consortium

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES ~ NEWS & EVENTS . COMMUNITY - CONTACT US

Empowering K-12 schools to redesign education
through the development and implementation
of a comprehensive eLearning solution
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Ijg Virtual Learning Environment for Students
\ Elick m

Main Menu =

'intense _videos
collaborative content ¢
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. teamwork _l_;_
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& hh
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The following items are available Lea rn l n fO rums p-
and do not require login. Each /
includes a provision for asking - mLJJtLrT]ﬂ D P i e

guestions.

T Information for students

T Information for parents and
educators

Welcome, students! This is the Virtual Learning Environment for Students at The
Learning Curve Consortium WorldWide. Here you can learn from teachers from several
schoaols over the Web using tools that you are already familiar to you.

STATE COLLEGE

@ Framlngham Graduate and Continuing Education

Master of Education concentration in

Click Here Curriculum & Instructional Tech
DGCE = Graduate E‘-—"

About DECE . . . . .
The Master of Education with a concentration in Curriculum and

Instructional Technalogy prepares the candidate to obtain an Initial
License as an Instructional Technology Teacher (all levels). Students
are given an opportunity to gain vital skills in applying and expanding

Undergraduste Evening

Graduate . . . L
the use of educational technology in the curriculum. Instruction is
computer-based and all courses are offered anline.

hazter of Art
b aster of Business For candidates who are seeking a first Initial License, a 300-hour
Administration (MEA) practicum experience must also be completed after the successful

completion of all degree requirements, For candidates who are seeking
an additional Initial License, a 150-hour practicumn experience must
also be completed after the successful completion of all degree
requirements.

haster of Education

haster of Science in Food
E Mutrition

Master of Science in
Nursing (MZN) Coordinator and Advisor: Dr. Claire Graharm, Education

Admissions
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While this Moodle course is hosted on our Professional development Moodle, your own Moodle
course sites wild.l be hosted on your districto
will be alternating between two Moodléghis one to continue partpmating inlntegrating

Moodle into Your Teachingnd the one in which you will develop your own course Sitethe

nextpage n t his manual you will find some fAhow to
own Moodl e cour se sihtoav. tlo owiplalgepr @avtvi ccea chi mialj &

during this course. Those instructions will be in this color instead of the usual black.

Back to Table of Contents
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Creating Moodle Course Sites

Moodle administrator: Creating courssites must be done by a Moodle administrator. Each

participating school district has at least one Moodle administrator. Here are the steps to create course sites
for teachers:

1. Login. Go toSite Administration > Courses > Add/edit courses

Course categories

Course categories Courses Edit Move category to:
Miscellaneous 12 #Hx=

[ Add a new course ]

[ Add new category ]
[ Turn editing off ]

2. Click onAdd anew categoryf you want to do that. Categorigslude departments, grade levels
or any other designations helpful to the local district. Once you have created the categories, you
can create course sites within them. For example, if one of your cageigofieience, then click
on Science > Add a new courdéyou do not want categories, then go directhAta a new
course

3. In theEdit course settingarea, add the full name and short name of the course site that you want
to create. Example: AdvancethPement Chemistry and APChem. Leave all other areas on this
page as they are. Scroll down &alve changes

4. IntheAssign roles in coursarea, gotdeacher Fi nd t he teachAdd 6s name

Questions? Call 978606-7023

Teachers:Configuring your Moodle course site is much like preparing your regular classroom before
students enteHere are the steps:

1. Login. Click on your course title and then goAdministration > SettingsPlease follow the
instructions below exactly as thegedistedi no more, no lesg his will avoid problems later.
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2. Decide how you want to organize your course.

Format @ |Tc|pi|:sf|:|rmat v| e Choose topics or weeks.

Murnber of weeks/topics -
. — — & Set the number of topics
Course start date (3 E\dhuly w2009 | / or weeks that you want.
Hidden sections (@ | Hidden®sgtions are shown in collape®d form v |

Mews items to show (3
Show grades (3
Show activity reports (3
Maximum upload size (3 |13248 v

|5 this a meta course? (33 Mo - This course already has normal enrallments

3. Scroll down to thé&enrollmentssection and sefourse enrollabléo No. Do not change anything
else in this area.

4. Scroll down teAvailability.
Availability

Ayailahility (3 |Thi5 course is available to students Vl —® Yes

Enroliment key @ | | O Unmask ————— No

Leave this alone for now.
More information later.

Guest access (3 | Do not allow guests in v o

5. Save your changes.

Role renaming (3}

| g

Teach — |

gacher xi/’ |

Mon-editing teacher |

o

.

| N
uthenticated user | ‘l\
Yes —— i;[ Save changes ][ Cancel ]

6. You can change these settings later if you want to, especially items 2, 3 and 4. More about that
later as your course site begins to take shape. Continue >>>>>>>
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You might also find theseideo tutorials helpful:

e Begin with your course settings
http://romeomarquis.com/moodletutorials/@&ettings.wmv

e UsingBlocksin your course site
http://romeomarquis.com/moodletutorials/eRmcks.wmyv

e Special features of thdews forum
http://romeomarquis.com/oodletutorials/01d&NewsForum.wmv

Getting help:

e If you are currently in the Moodle course, there is a Help Desk forum near the top of the main
page in the course sitelease post your questictiere. We automatically get an email of each
posting, so theesponse time is very short.

e If you are no longer in the course, you may use email:
romeo@romeomarquis.coon deborah@romeomarquis.com

e You may also cal®78-606-7023

Back to Table of Contents

Notes about this section:
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A screershot of a module taken from a middle school Moodle course site about the Constitution.
Note the inclusion of a Web site and two videos followed by an oniseeission forum that can

be completed as homewadrknuchmore comprehensive than andlass discussiodominated

by a few students. The teacher now has a written transcript of the discussion so she can evaluate
each studentds participation.

There were many issues debated during the long summer months.
Included was the debates about representation in the legislature.

#> Opposing Plans of Government
@] Read about the two plans.

) Virginia Plan

i Equal Representation

B Debating the make-up of Congress

Back to Table of Contents
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™ Module 2: Dynamic Content

Dynamic Content in an Online Environment

When Caleb works his way through thelR system, his learning environmentivok very
different As we saw in Chapter 3, the online environment will surely dominate his exposure to

content.Do you remember the video about The Little Red Schoolhouse? Take another look.

http://romeomarquisom/video/redschoolhouse.wmv

What do you notice about the pictures at the beginning of the vide®@xtbooksAlthough |

cannot document this, |1 am told that when textbooks became available on a large scale, many
teachers felt threatened because they themselves had been the source of most content and now
textbooks were invading their zone of authority. We seehave reversed that trend and often
believe that the textbodk the contentindeed, manygourse outlines resemble or evdplicate

the table of contents of a textbook. Does yours? Take a look and think about this for a few

minutes. To what extent dodwettextbook dominate your teaching? A little? A lot?

Manyteachersalreadyhave access to content that is far more dynamic and up to date than what
is found in a traditional printed textboalust what do | mean when | referdgnamic conter
Dynamic corent is more than printed text. It makes sounds; it moves. It generates much more
learning than simply reading from written matter. Can dynamic content occur in a traditional
classroom? Of course it can. Imagine a Latin teacher coming to class one day dsedulius
Caesar and then carrying @aesar often didNowthatis dynamic content. On the other hand,

the Webcan bring to life even more realistic dynamism to students. Watch this brief video:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F7QY8Vx7zi¥Not only does this video make learning more

aut hentic for student s, it can be seen as of't

attempt at dramatization no matter how well done.

With the advent of Web based no@imgorantaleachelshe t e
today can use the Web to find, evaluate, select, prepare and organize content that is much more
attuned to how todayds st uddesgnenlinelearmng and | ea
experiences that require students to do the same, enabling them to collaborate, organize and

present information as they employ higher levels of critical thinking and creativity. More about
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students engaging content in subsequkeapters. In this chapter we will focus on teacher

developed content.

When textbooks are the main source of content, students often run around
with backpacks that amount to an unhealthy percentage of their normal body
weight. Fortunately, this trend is afging, albeit too slowly. Many schools,

for example, have stopped buying textbooks and are providing laptops for

their students.

The weight of one laptop versus the weight of four or five textbooks should really make us think
more critically, especiallwhen one laptop can provide access to the equivalent of many

textbooks plus all sorts of Web based content.

Il n "redesigning |l earningodo we must be n

We must challenge students beyond classroom walls. We must provide

content that is available to them through their laptops, their mp3 players and
even their cell phones. They're already texting and calling each other about
st homework after school hours. Wustextend learning into the virtual
environment thatisnotonlyou st udent sé domain but also that

occupations.

| continue to question the value of textbooks. Rememlbextbooks will usually reflect the
teaching style of their authors. Consequently, students whose learning styles arendimila
perhaps adjust to the textbook while others may not. Textbook®twae size fits all. As a
chemistry teacher, | did not use a textbook in the traditional manner. Instead, | placed several
copies of several textbooks in the school library andyriab. Students could choose the one

they could understand best. Today the situation is different. Web sites provide more depth and

breadth and are updated as often as needed.

And now going back to laptopsOneto-one wireless laptop programs will besascessful as
they are hoped to be only when this approach to content development is understood by educators

and communicated effectively to parents. This requires understanding and resolve by policy
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makers coupled with instructional technology awareaasgsleadership by principals and other
administrators, and tdepth professional development and support for teachers. Simply adding

laptops to outdated teaching processes will have only limited success.

e Laptops instead of textbooks:
http://www.thetowntalk.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20070809/NEWS01/708090331/1002/NEWS17
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyld=10588659

Finding relevant Web site$ Google for much of my information. | often provide links to Web

sites for my students. | know lots of elementary and secondary school teachers who do the same.
Many Web sites are very rich in content while they are also appealing to students who learn

through several means including listening and viewing. Do you teach some of our youngest
students? Check out <chil dr en 0 s htt@muwinvjanorétt.cod/an Br e

Of course as you develop yoown online course site you can develop your own list of helpful

Web sites that will enrich your course.

Finding audio and video resourc&ghen online learning began to creep into our frame of

reference, critics quickly complained that online learnimg too impersonal. Today we know

that simply is not accurate. Podcasting enables many students to listen and to view information
not only in the classroom bahytime anywheras often as they need to. When | found out | had
to go to Kuwait to work with group of teachers in a Prek American school there, | thought |
would use a video to introduce myself to the group in a way that would be more personal than
email or a Web sitdVatch this video. The unexpected happened as | prepared it. See if you can

spot what happenedttp://romeomarquis.com/mediakuwait/kuwaitintro_0001.wmv

It was important for me to do this well ahead of time, since the course requirements include
precourseassigiments. No rocket science hérgist a camcorder and some space on a
streaming server. By the time | reached the school in Kuwait, we had already established a good

working relationship.

Teachers don't really have to be techies to use online media. Pdideet®ries are available
with a simple click. | Googled farivil war podcastnd the result was 457,000 hits. As a teacher,
of course, | would have to sift through these sites to select those that fit better into my plans.
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Google to the rescue agaihGoogled forcivil war video- 3,290,000 hits. Imagine what you
could do with this information. You could provide content for your students that is far more

dynamic than any textbook.

Nate Rono, high school economics teacher, uses the National PulibicVRRelal site to link to
podcasts to help his students understand some of the finer points of economics.

http://www.npr.org/rss/podcast/podcast_directory.dHg recently had them listen tgpadcast entitled,

ATax Hi ke To Hel p Envi r-mnueeadtast provides infbrm&@ienl | . 0 T
that would not be included in a textbook until after the fact. Podcasts such as this are helpful in
providing current subject matter. Imagine athgghool student sitting in the food court of a
shopping mall with his MP3 player plugged int
to?0 fAOh, |l 6m trying to figure out i f we shou
Wedbr e hawinng ha squiozmorr ow. 0 The NPR Podcast Di

many categories. You can find a link to it on the Web page of this handbook.

YouTube is an excellent source of videos. However, there is definitely a dark
Tﬂﬂl:llﬂl‘@ side to YouTube. It alsimcludes inappropate and dangerous videos, so a
great deal of discernment is required. Some schools block YouTube, although I think this is
perhaps an example of political correctness and overkill. Many students are using YouTube at
home and in other lations anyway. On the other hand, an excellent alternative is TeacherTube.
TeacherTube includes only videos uploaded by teachers and students. Videos are categorized by
topic, making your search quick and easy. It also has provision for initial screedifgy a
flagging inappropriate clips that would then be reviewed by TeacherTube developers who could

choose to remove the offensive clipgw.teachertube.com

Imagine preparing a brief introduction to a chapterror thhat you will be teaching. Prepare it in

Word to make the major points that you want your students to get. At this point it is only a static
handout. However, do a little Googling to find a podcast or two and a video or two that support

your handout. fien select appropriate words in your handout and turn them into hyperlinks to

the podcasts and videos that youdbve found. A
content. However, once you upload it into your Moodle course site, it becoma®idycontent

that can be read, listened to, and even viewed. Not only is your content dynamic, it is also
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available to your students from any Internet connection to be studied and reviewed as often as
needed whether students are preparing for class disoya quiz or a major exam. They can
study this information from any Internet connection at school, at the public library or at home.
They can even pop it right into their MP3 player for continuous review.

Her e 6s an:Geahgad,try thrse Rreg@aawritten introduction to a section of your own

Moodle course site. Focus on what you want your students to be able to know or to do. Do not
upload this to your Moodle site yet. Then do a little research using Google, TeacherTube or other
tool. Find at éast one relevant podcast and one video. Create the links to these resources in your
document. Finally, upload your introduction to your Moodle site according to the instructions at
the end of this chapter. Be sure to let me know if you encounter aroutiés.

Letbébs transl ate this process of preparing dyn
already prepared a syllabus or course outline for your students. Chances are you have already
given each student a copy. No matter how carefullyhaue prepared your handout, it is only a

static tool. Some students will study it carefully, others will read it in a hurry, and others will

lose it. Right? Now strengthen that syllalmuutlineby adding a few hyperlinks to audio and

video files that spport the content. Then upload that syllabus to your Moodle site. Your students
can now gain access to your work from any Internet connection anytime. Your syllabus now
includes two or three podcasts and two or three video clips that provide breadtiptantd ie

content. Your students are already accustomed to dealing with multimedia files, so they will gain
much more from this dynamic syllabus than from a printed document. They can even pop it onto
their MP3 player for additional studying. This is aastretch. It is happening in some schools.
Parents | ove this. They can | earn about your

username and password.

The obvious objection, of course, is that not all students have Internet

access at home. Heawer, the digital divide is getting narrower all the

time. Students have access in the school library, in the school computer
|l abs, at the public Iibrary, and even at pl ac
make their computer labs availabléeafschool in the afternoon and even in the evening.

Students tend to have all sorts of evening activities at school these days, so why not an open
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computer | ab for study purposes? Actually, if

need any cmputer labs. Your students can bring their laptops to work in the librargven the

public library.
So far in this chapter | 6ve addressed ways in
by teachers who do not necessarily consider themselvediti e s . Everything | 06v

requires only an ability to search for relevant materials online and to create links to those
materials in teacher prepared documents, thereby making them much more relevant and
dynamic. Even these preliminary stejas add breadth and depth to your syllabus and to all
other course materials that you provide. Teachers who are experienced at this tell me that
students reaatery positively to using online tools for learning.

The Web is rich in sites that help teach@mespare and organize dynamic content for their

students. As we have seen, hyperlinks can lead to professionally developed Web sites that add
depth, breadth and timeliness to almost any course. Podcasts can be helpful for students who

learn better by listeing than be reading. Online videos can be helpful for students who prefer to

learn visually. All of these approaches in combination can provide learning opportunities that
accommodate students with vari ousacheebgingni ng st
able to meet all these needs, no matter how skillful, without the use of online tools.

Developing your own audio and video resourdsveloping media rich materials actually does

=]

not require skills that s ouosesomeadithedredtalb e | as
already available on most computers. Other free tools are downloadable from the Web. On the

other hand, iloesrequire rethinking the limitations of traditional approaches.

Let s consi der pr ep aourstudents. Deyeuknoa sowaofuse@mootdic a st s
fashioned cassette tape recorder? Your recorder would have a few buttonsit@laysistop,

rewind, record. No problem. You can download Audacity from the Web for free.

Once downloaded and installed on yoamputer, the controls look exactly like those of your
old fashioned tape recordiplay, stop, rewind, record. Audacity is digital software that enables

you to record anything you likecontent related information, homework assignments, and other

34



relevan items.http:/audacity.sourceforge.nd0 ahead. Check it out. I f y

also use Garageband, although Audacity is easier to use and does provide a Mac version.

Audacity is very easy tase. Within a few minutes you can be an experienced
m podcast producer. Then you can upload your podcasts directly into your Moodle
course sitedmagine being able to prepare a podcast dealing with pronunciation
for Hispanic students and parents tryindetarn EnglishHere is one prepared by a teacher in a

class of mine in Monterrey, Mexicbttp:/romeomarquis.com/audio/Spanishbere.mp3

Imagine what can happen when English teachers at yourldswia to integrate podcasts into
Moodle . . . poetry, Shakespeare, student presentations, homework assignments and more! In
some schools, students are required to have and use MP3 players as instructional tools. In many
other schools, MP3 players are had. This illustrates the tremendous barrier that must be

crossed if schools are to respond more compl e

e mp3 players in schools
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/learning.now/2007/05/the_ipod of the beholder can m.html

Taking PowerPoint to the next lev&lowerPoint is perhaps one of the most

E misused technology tools available to teachers. Using PowerPoint to project notes
that are the read aloud to students is an extremely boring process for most students.
On the other hand, a PowerPoint presentation with graphics to illustrate concepts and skills can
be converted into an online movie using Windows Movie Maker, free software tipicillty
included on any Windows Computer. The movie can include a narrative by the teacher using
Audacity. The movie can then be uploaded directly into Moodle. It is then viewable by students
as often as they need to view it for discussion, review aml @eparation for a test. This

approach can be used in a number of creative ways by imaginative teachers in all content areas.

Teachers can also develop their own videos using a digital camcorder and

then i mporting the video syoartmemoWW? ndows

[r“*ﬂmm

science? Take a look at these videos prepared by teachers in my classes.

Do you remember anything from your study of chemical flame tests in
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e Chemical Flame tests
http://romeomarquisom/video/flametests.wmv

e Numbers with Recurring Infinite Decimals
http://www.teachertube.com/view_video.php?viewkey=d17c4d8f3b1414ecdf78

e Fruit and the Scientific Method
http://www.teachertube.com/view_video.php?viewkey=854ba39ae3d37aca9bl13

The overarching purpose of this chapter has b
¢ o pmyaterials with dynamic online content that has been carefully selected, prepared,

organized and presented by teachers. These teachers know how to transition to an environment in
which their emerging role is that of redesigning content and presenting fibrmat that is more

in tune with todayds students and the tools w

publisher who recently tol e kheowery dsrectaky)]

| magine t his: fio@yé&tthat fourundje maltisnediad o n 6 t
presentations are due i n t hromestudyay s . I

tips for you in my Moodlesite. | strongly urge you to continue to get ready in

your assige d t e a nfarget obDr@mpdasis on teamwork. By now you
should be able to login to your project to review collaboratively uskygpé&not only within
your own team but also with the team from Puddledock High School working on the same
presentation. | will be in Skydeom 8:00 to 9:00 this evening in case you have any last minute
guestions. 0 Skypewskpscolm free downl oad.

Beyond this section you will find two additional sections dealing with online course content.

e Section 5Dump the Textbook
e Section 6: Moodle, STEM and 2Century Skills

Back to Table of Contents
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From M.L.T.1 Highlights for High Schools
http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/hs/hathome/index.htm

¢ " MITOPENCOURSEWARE

MRASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

» Highlights for High
School Home

» For Teachers MIT Opencou rsewa re.

» For Students

}I“tmducmw"n ................... H Ig h | Ig h ts fo r

Courses H . h S h I
Resources
AP RO OOy e e e o
» AP Calculus
» AP Physics Highlights for High School features MIT OpenCourseWare materials that are

most useful for high school students and teachers.

Knowledge in Action

Build Stuff .
? - H For Teachers B For Students H Tell us what vou think.

> Save the Warld

Blended Learning Open Source Science or Math Stindips/blossoms.mit.edu/

M
An Inifiative of MITLINC | |N @
T

BLOSSOMS

I -
ELENDED LEARNING OPEMN SOURCE SCIENCE OR MATH STUDMES I I I I

Home News Contact

BLOSSOMS Teacher Workshop: Announcement:
Jamary 16, 2010, 9-00am - 1:00pm Fifth International LINC Conference
On the Campus of MIT. Chck to learm mare. Scheduled for Sprng of 2010, Chek to leam more.

Welcome to BLOSSOMS BLOSSOMS Interactive Pedagogy
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Software Tools for Academics and Researchers (STAR)/web.mit.edu/star/

StarBiochem StarBiogene StarGenetics StarHydro

StarHPC

StarMolSim StarORF

Software Tools for Academics and Researchers (STAR)

About STAR

The STAR program at MIT seeks to bridge the divide between scientific research and the classroom. Understan
the classroom setting can be challenging due to time constraints and the need for advanced equipment and fac
collaborates with faculty from MIT and other educational institutions to desian software exploring core scientific
iz to develop innovative and intuitive teaching tools for classroom uze.

Home

STAR educational tools are FREELY available. To complement our educational software, the STAR website conta
educaticnal tools in a variety of educational settings. Students, teachers, and professorz =should feel welcome tg
your comments and feedback as you explore these educational tools.

Friends of STAR

Publications

T e ac h er sidDigitabcaongent for K12 http://www.teachersdomain.org/

teachers’domain sz
B_EOE

User: Please signin.

My Folders ™™ | My Groups

My Profile

Mot vet registered?
Register now to download, share, and save resources.

. It's simple, safe, and free! Learn Mare
Fa::'—”:" d. | SIEI'I -iI-I F" iz J -
Forgot Your Password? Register Now

The Jason Projecvww.jason.org

D NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC

JAsDN science R ‘:.‘ L . JASON Mission Center Login

J/AS ON Education through Explnra_t!mf:

L
.

SCience Register - Help

A What JASON Offe

| These pages contain sample material only. Register for free to access all content. |
er Now for FREE
CLICK HERE!

Home f -,. q 'y ‘.C, Jﬂin fﬂr

: Project FREEN +" PO#EHTI{-\ITPLANW
What is JASON? R AL S S aiailke

AREINITE  SILIENT
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Curriki www.curriki.org

:" | member login
] Secome
Cu rrl kl |P655W°fd m a Member
I_ Remember Me Ferget Login Advanced Search | Browse Subjects

P FIND
P CONTRIBUTE
P CONMECT
P PARTNERS & SPONSORS
P HELP a collaborative website where content

P ABOUT CURRIKI wi-ki is created and edited by members

WatchKnowi Videos for kids to learn fromwww.watchknow.org

HOME ABOUT CONTACT PRESS R

LEADER BOARD  DISCUSS  CHANGE LOG EDIT QUEUE Add Videc

Thinkfinity www.thinkfinity.org

. * ‘ \/ FREE lesson plans and educational resources  my Thinkfini \V@
Thlnkﬁnlty | verigzonfundation 8 . ty

—_—
The Verizon Foundation Literacy Network About Thinkfinity Contact Us | Free Thinkfinity Training

Thinkfinity wants to know... FEATURES @ 3 4 E

Thinkfinity | %w

Interactive activities, book lists and resources
New to Thinkfinity? to make this holiday season rich and rewarding,

Y eo i :
Watch our Overview ) both in the classroom and at home.

read more >>
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TeacherTubé& www.teachertube.com
\/
Tqacner

{3 rome Free Sign up! J” Log iy

(] (Search)

Home Videos Docs Audio Photos Channels Community Blogs Upload

Give us feedback!

- Videos seq
&- D (Q) ) *

Featured | Recently viewed | New Videos | Top Rated Videos
video | docs | audio | photos | Upload

How to make a How Is Chocolate 7 Wonders Project University of
Geodesic Dome Made Ty Maryland College
from newspaper 2 | 2 \* 2 of Education
4 ‘*41 ‘ Added: 1 days age 2 ;**4‘(

Added: 14 days ago From: htamayo e

These are just a few of the resources available for free online content available to teachers. In
some cases, content can be downloaded and then uploaded into Moodle. In other cases, you can

simply provide a link to the content that you want.

TMPORTANT If you are aware of other resources that you think should be included here, please

email me so | can check it oubmeo@romeomarguis.com

Back to Table of Contents
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Adding Content to Moodle Course Sites

Uploading a single file (Word, PDF, PowerPoint, audio, video)

Watch this video http://screencast.com/t/BpYPOuwul follow these directions:

All files uploaded from your computer must first be placed in the Fikss. ar

People

=l

W Participants Topic outline

Demaonstration Moodle course site.

Administration -1 ‘

= Turn editing on ‘ 1

Settings

H@ assign roles ‘ 2

B Grades

i Groups ‘ 3

@ Backup

% Restore ‘ 4

& Import

lz Reset ‘ 5
Reports

73 nggtign Open thisfolder

[_1 Files

E unenral Im T

p i

Next:

Make a folder [ Select all ] [ Deselect all ] Upload a file

Next:

[

L

pload a file (MWax size: 132MB) —-= 1

[ Browse... ]

[

Upload this file |

Cancel
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Select and open the file:

Choose file

Look in: |B My Documents j <~ &5 EE-
. 1] draft s = QuickReferenceGuide-y
u.b E._]Faculty Site Stipend and Info Letter __* @Reading assignments Fc
My Recent \E| Howe_to_Complete_and_Interpret_a_Punnett_Square_0002 E._]Resum
Dasumsis =L brochure 2005 Bt scotk_Marchios
@ = map 55 For Fram profs ¥ Site ghformation - El Sal
E._]Meet Ann Maorgan @I_]Sy emic Change URLs
Desktop 1 Mondle participants at HDS-FHS [Z] wh_FTP
- 51 MoadleAdmin
J 1Z] moodle-HOFHS
51 MoodleSprzoos
Myeocoen | MSI Manual
Bt ryFp

s -E CneTouch_Mini-Plus_wWindows
My Computer T QuickR eferencecuide-personal_qrg
= QuickReferenceGuide-professional_grg

< )

Fy Wetvaork, File name: || ‘_ ——ﬂ—. Open |
Places
Files of type: |AII Files [*.%] j Cancel

Upload:

Upload a file (WMax size: 132MME) =1

|C:"-.D0c:uments and Settings'Romeo Marguisikiy DDc:ur‘ne” Browse... |

|  Upload this file ]\

Cancel

There it is!Poof! Magic!

Name Size Modified Action
[ & Reading_assignments_for_kodule_1 doc 21 8B 17 Mar 2009, 0211 PM Rename

|W|th chosen files... V|

Make a folder Select all ] [ Deselect all ] Upload a file

Return to your course site:

HOMEM» Chemp Files
e —

File uploaded s

Name

[ [ Reading_assignments_for_module_1.doc

With chosen files b
Make a folder Select a
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Turn editing on, Add a resource, then selgok to a file or Web site

Turn editing off

Demaonstration Moodle course site There are no upcoming
events
Go to calendar.
Add
@ | aresource New Event
1 = |
el Recent activity Ll
(@) | Add aresource ~|
+ Activity since Tuesday,
March 17, 2009, 02:11 P
2 = ] Full report of recent activity
v Mothi i last
@ | Add aresource ~| @ [Add an activity ~| DIING NEw SINGE your s
T login
4

Name thdile and then click on Choose.

=~Name" |Reading assignments] |

summary (3 ’

[ Trebuchet v|l1Epy | | v|[tang »| B 7 U § | % x| 8]

====u w|gzizﬁ,zi,zﬂﬁm—&@ae&éwED@@@HM

| Path:

le or web site

Location it/ |

[ Choose orupload afile .. ]

Click onChoose SelectNew windowand then return tgour course.

Your file is now available to studentany files can be added to yotwurse site in this mannéwWord,
PDF, PowerPoint, audio and video as long ag #re located on your computer.

Creating a link to a Web site

The procedure for adding a link to a Web site is the same except that you will enter a URL rather than
link to afile in your Files (holding tank) are®/atch this videohttp://screencast.com/t/PyYPJVJv

Adding a directory with multiple files

There will be times when you will have several files for a single modulaibinuyour course. You can
create a directory (folder) including several files and then display the entire directory (folder). Watch this

video: http://screencast.com/t/xAS9JcOkK9
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What Will Caleb Learn?

We must never, ever, allow ourselves to forget what

this is all about. It is not about computers and networks
and gigabytes. Rather, it is about our students
It is about redesigning teaching and learni ng

in an environment that allows, even demands,

more creativity of us each day.
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Dump the Textbook

| 6ve been t e a cforalom tineenfirsiimhegheceducatian arsl then in theX
environment. | began teaching high school science and math more than forty years ago.

Comparing classroom based teaching to online teaching continues to be a fascinating endeavor.
During theg last ten years | have become a true believer in teaching in the online environment.
When | work with my own students, most of them teachers, | usually begin with the question,
AWhat can we achieve online thatretwditolahnnot ac
setting?0 The answer s hav eSinplydsingrosling taols asheéd f o | |
ons to current approaches is not sufficient. Teaching must be redesigned to take advantage of the
capacity of the online tools and resources @t commandTo do this, | suggest several

approaches that | emphasize in my own courses. One of the first of thedangptthe textbook.

Requiring a fnone size fits allo textbook can
learning differ from those of the authors. Many authors write within the framework of their own
teaching and learning styles. Anyone familiar with the VhNgniggs Type Indicator and its

research in education knows this. So what happens to students who learn in a concrete sequential
manner when they read a textbook written by an author who prefers an abstract style? And what

happens to an abstract learner whibased to tears by a concrete sequential textbook?

Teachers who are well aware of various learning styles can take advantage of tools like Moodle
to craft content in ways that are simply not possible with textbooks, even those with companion
CDs and Web ses. These teachers select Web based content not only in print format but also in
multimedia formats that can be heard and seen as often as needed by students of all learning
styles and integrate them in seamless ways (as opposed to using a textbodRDvéttached).

Some teachers are already doing this, fully aware that no textbook, no matter how well written,
can come close to what is available on the Web when the lessons are organized very carefully by

reflective teachers.

Luis Chavez is the principak theFreedom High Schoah San Pedro Sula, Honduras. He is an

energetic young man who also teaches a course er8ileid Economic Developmeithis
course is an integral part of the curriculum in thisgng school in a developing country. |
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recently visited Honduras and spent some time introducing Moodle to Luis and some of his staff.
After some discussi on, Luis experienced a bit
a text book ?profing quesidnihenntadeta lgiantum leap from past practices to the
era of digital | earning. The rest of our disc
integration of online course sites to supplemerdl@ss courses, and the movement ofsitteool

toward a wireless laptop environment. This is an exciting time for this growing school on a dirt

road a few miles from the center of San Pedro Sula. Indeed, many American schools could

follow this example. Some do. Here are some examples.

Margery Wdadron has developed a Moodle course site foreoduction to Programming

course alNewton (MA) South High Schooln explaining why she decided to develop a Moodle

site for this @asulhaveeuses RosverRomtipebsentdiidnsisuppliedby

textbook authors. The students have overwhelmingly voted them as boring, confusing and less

than useless (and those were the printable comments). From observing my students | found that
they learned pécularly well from each other and from cruising the Internet. For this reason, in

my Moodl e course site | wildl put up a discuss
sites and YouTube for videos (some created by students) and short tutotiblogwwill carry

the message to my students in their own 061l ang

In discussing the above by email with Margery, | discussed the need to move away from
traditional textbooks. Margery added,veriil t ot
cracked a textbook with the exception of my B

textbook as 6one size fits all, 6 but you are

There is undoubtedly a transition taking place, one that relies more on studergaten
constructivism than on teacher directed presentations of content. Thisadogsan that content

is less important. loesmean that a constructivist approach to content development can lead to
much higher levels of critical thinking and creatiwitith students. It also means a very different

role for teachers. Read on . ..

Valerie Lechstanski and Jennifer Smith teach chemistry at Hopkiktaih High School They

are working together to desigactually, taredesign) a chemistry course in Moodle. In

di scussing this topic, Valerie said AWe have
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the | ab manuals | ong before that. The | abs di
skills. Jen and | received the OK from the administration not even to pass them out this year.

Yes, | think our focus on inquiry and process skills, the incorporation of technology into the lab,

the research piece (through science fair) and the additionofdMbe put s us ahead o

Jennifer addresses some of the changes that affect students when they are introduced to carefully
devel oped and interactive online environments
agree with the point of giv that many kids are trained to think the teacher speaks, the students

listen, and this is learning. Hopefully with the addition of Moodle to our classes some of these

changes wil |l begin to take place. o0 Jennifer i

Imagine the huge advantagettha Mar ger yos and Val erieds and Jer
prepare for higher education. What these students are experiencing is an excellent example of

what 2£' Century skills are all about. By the same token, similar approaches were applied with a
ggoup of ten high school educators during AENG(g
development experience funded by the Commonwealth Information Technology Initiative (CITI)

a year ago. The program began with online preparation in a Moodl®kdeed by an intense

two-week institute at Olin College, and ended with lesson plan development again in Moodle.

You can visit theengineering Epiphany site onlin€he site includes Web pages and vijdmut

no textbooks! Yet the integration of content and process, online and in class, was superb.
AEngineering Epiphany is an example of what C
approaches to using technology tools to teach STEM subjectstoaaptua |l | st udent s o
We need every student to understand how important STEM is to their and our future and that
means teaching the way they are |iving today,
who directed CITI K12.

A

| t s t i nneeadhiag irrthe digital PiGentury so that it reflects and integrates the tools
that are available to us rather than hang onto outdated approach€en®iry skillsdoinclude

online learning.

Back to Table of Contents
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STEM, Technology and 21" Century Skills

A Proposal Prepared by
The Learning Curve Consortium Worldwide and
The Office of Educational Innovation and Technology at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
November, 2009

The LearningCurve Consortiunhas deelopeda model for supporting innovative educational
technology in K12that issalable and sustainable across many districts, and is poised to enable
Massachusetts to regain a foothold iresce and technologyaninfrastructure of community,
practiceand technologyThe Consortium arose not from a mandateddoywn directive but

from the collective interests of teachers and school administrators from the ground up. Indeed,
this community was initiated as a result of a request for help and suppaosirigtealocal
superintendent. In one year, however, The Learning Curve consortium has grown a cluster of

more than thirty Massachusetts school districts based on voluntary participation.

The Learning Curve, a negorofit educational corporation, and the iO# of Educational

Innovation and Technology (OEIT) at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology are
collaborating to combine MIT OpenCourseWare and the pedagogical delivery system developed
by The Learning Curve. Together we seek to develop and expaagmaacto providelow

cost STEMeducatiorsolutiors in Massachusett3.ogether we are building a sustainable
infrastructure of community, practice and technology. To this end we are seeking support for

four core activities as we move forward:

1. to particpate as an important collaborator in the Massachusetts STEM initiative,

2. to assess the educational effectiveness of our approach with new tools for teaching and
learning,

3. to enhance our initial approach and to develop new STEM related content and
instructional modules aligned with Massachusetts learning standards including
integration with the Moodle platforms that teachers in the Consortium are using, and

4. to develop new Learning Curve clusters throughout Massachusetts and further extend the

network effect meady begun.

Throughout the development of its initial cluster, The Learning Curve has asked the essential

guestion, fAWhat <can we aacconwlispdswalbraofulyinane t hat
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more traditional facdo-f ace environment ?0

exampe in STEM,21% century skills are likely to be

optimally masterethrough online environments. In

“ STEM practice, pbalization is the norm and

collaboration is not limited to localized fateface

approachebut often talks place across online networks

To date, teachers within the Learning Curve Consortium have developed more than 500 online
course enhancements using Moodle as the online learning management system. Approximately
50% of these are STEM related courses. There is now compelling evidentsrest among

teachers and administrators reflected in these numbers. The need at this point is to expand this

process across the Commonwealth as we develop and support additional clusters of educational

innovation.
course sites As mentioned aboveve now have sufficient data (one
year) to track the distribution of course titles across the
250 Consortium. It is interesting to note theevalencef
200 STEM related courses. This is a very encouraging
150
100 developmenthat could be extended throughout the
50 L ,
0 , , , Commonwealth. Closer examination of the data behind the
& S & STEM related course sites confirms that some of the online
S &
Q&@ course enhancements are exemplary while others are not
fully developed.

Feedback from teachers whose course sites are not fully developed stheatack of time to
develop appropriate online content is a limiting factor. On the other hand, Open STEM content
from MIT and elsewhere is already available to all teachers at no cost. However, availability of
content and integrating that content imstructional modules that reflect 2@entury skills does
require a very significant allocation of time and effort. For this to be a systemic effort across the

Commonwealth requires more support than we are currently able to provide.

The Learning Curverad MIT/OEIT are pleased to be workimgllaborativelyin anongoing

effort to find solutions to this problem of sustainable educational services and STEM curricular
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integration Together ve represerd broadb as ed approach by Il inking th
communityb ased infrastructure with MIT6s innovati:
for educationNot only is thiscollaborationa major development in STEM subjects, it also lends

itself toall content areas within which critical writing and problem solving are expected of

students.
The Role of OEIT at MIT

The Office of Educational Innovation and Technology (OEIT) at MIT is building a program that
partners with MIT faculty as well as externajanizations to realizetifallp ot ent i al of
Educationo in teaching and | earning. MITés | e
of its course offerings available freely to the world was a first step in helping launch the OER
revolution,helping to assure that high quality materials were openly available and leading the

global QperCours&Vare (OCW)community.A primary element of success of MIT OCW has

been providing resources to make publishing content as easy as possible for our faculty.

MI T ©HT is helping to take the next step, partnering Wth faculty to providethe
educatiorcommunity with new tools, techniques and resources that support more effective
discovery, analysis and-tese of open content to further enhance the educdtexperience.

One such member of the MIT faculty is Richard Larson, Director, CESF & Mitsui Professor of
Civil Engineeringa n d M1 Tnéesang Systgms DivisiofRrofessor Larson has been an
educational innovation leader at MIT and has a particulareisitén enhancing the-K2 STEM
educational experiencAmongother things, Professor Larson led the development of the
PIVOT Physics Interactive Video Tutor and currently leads the BLOSSOMS Blended Learning

Open Source Science or Math Studies projectawige high school level STEM resources.

Working with Professor Larson, MIT/OElgropossto build andest a generic methodology for
embeddingGuided Learning Pathwaythrough a nonlinear learning spa@®e pathways would

allow for a significant degree ¢éarner choice, for instance in which of a set of homework
problems to do, which of a set of readings to study, which of a set of tests to take, and alternative
explanations of a concepfthey would allow for different content based on learner profifes.

effect, the learning environment would be sized and stylized to meet the individual needs of each

respectivelearneNo | onger woul d we have as a teaching/
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a | Whilé Guided Learning Pathwaysas originally conceiveds a tool for teachers and

learners in higher education, we are proposing extending the platform for this system so that it
will meet the special needs of STEM education in Massachusetts, and to work closely with
Learning Curve consortium teachers and éeglip to best achieve this.

The Role of The Consortium

Participating teachers irearning Curve Consortiuischoolsalreadyundergo initial professional
development that emphasizes not only content development buatndils® content engagement
skills. These skills focus on interactivapproaches that require critical thinking and online
collaboration well beyond the typical school day. Each participating teacher begins by
participating in a graduate level course entitlategrating Moodle into Your Teaxty. The

main sections of the course are (a) What can we achieve online that we cannot achieve as well or
as fully in a more traditional classroom? (b) Finding, preparing and organizing content for online
learning, (c) Engaging content in new and more pectide ways, and (d) Assessing students at
different levels of performance. Graduate credit is available through aketheearning Curve
partner, the Online Professional Development Center at Framingham State College,
Framingham, Massachuseft$ie needt this timeis to integrate more fully the activities of The
Learning Curve with those of MIKDEIT to expand theontentand pedagogy of STEM related
academic standards

Ongoing support is available to participating schools through a-fagétted apgrach including
faceto-face school visits, telephonemail, real timeWebEx sessionsn-school faceo-face

workshopsand through resources available in
)

.(év The Learning our new portal. The new portal also includes

> Curve Consortium

™

social networking tools to enable deeper
collaborationthrough online groups for

q specific purposes. Another special feature of

Consortium membership is participation in

.esesr | Moodle Share Fairs during which teachers and

Empowering schools k-12 schools
” - educa e ent an
) : mplem ens
Sionsl Dewicomen | -~ < 1 - ng solutic

Students

administrators actually come together to share

ideas.
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While individual school districts irhe Casortium are provided customized Moodle sifer

their own usethe hub of the Consortium includes a shared Moodle site for professional
development between and among participating schools. The hub also includes a Moodle site for
the Virtual Learning Envonment for Students (VLES). Already in our growing online

community there is sharing of professional development courses through Mduelie.is also
specific planning to offeasynchronousoursedor students as well as coursesa hybrid mode.
Online collaboration that engages content in this manner illustrateseitury skills of

collaborative learning and problem solving in ways that are far superior to current approaches
limited by physical and political school district boundaries. The technology is available.

Decisions relative to local governance are beirdyesbed.

One of our goalss to expand our efforts by developing

Cluf'ter additional school district clusterShe current cluster
would continue to be The Learning Curve Central.
Cluster dF;r\(/Jé(IaoSSri\g)gﬁ: Cluster Additional clusters could be developed in other regions
and VLES throughout the Commonwealtiihe Learning Curve
Berkshires, The Learning Curve Cape Cod, The
s Learning CurvePioneer Valleyetc. Elucators in

regionalclusterswill be able to participate in Moodle
Share Fair activity without having to travel great distarmeesmore importantly tbuild
informal regional collaboration§ hese faceo-face events solidify ongoing efforts at
collaboration. The Learning Curve Consortiwifi develop a implementation angupport plan

for eachregionalcluster.

No matter how many clusters we add, heerethe hub will continue to be a shared Moodle site
for professional development and our Virtual Learning Environment for Students (VLES) to
serve all participating districts regardless of locatifhis is where the cluster member schools
will collaborate in a statewide effort to strengthen STEM teaching and learning throughout the

Commonwealth.

To further develop our online educational community and to coordinate all professional
development functions, we have created an online portal with informatadiatale to visitors

worldwide. The portal, still in its early stages of development, will include many special features
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for Consortium members. These features will include ongoing access to video tutorials

developed earlier in the Moodle course. They aldb include other mulpurpose video

tutorials plus articles and other information provided by Consortium members. Online groups

will be available for collaboration, problem solving and creativity. STEM teachers will be able to

work in groups far beyonsichool walls and bell schedules. Additional groups can be created

based upon interest and need. These online groups will bmaetiged with content being

provided by the members themselves, reflecting a teatdmehingteachers approachihis is

an adlitional feature that woulshcrease collaboration and professional development throughout

the Commonwealth. This portal is available for exploratiomvaiv.thelearningcurve.org

HOME

-~
S

A

Welcome

We provide a complete and cost effective
elLearning solution for schools - hosting,
professional development, ongoing support,
sustainability without additional drain on your
technology staff and your hardware support
and maintenance. Nobody provides this level of
service at this price. Find out who our member
schools are. See what courses are available
Take a look at our start-up package. Learn
more ...

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES .,

O‘Jj The Learning

NEWS & EVENTS .

Teacher Spotlight

STEM, Chemistry and Moodle
combine for a powerful
combination. Chemistry teachers
-;" in the Consortium show how this
e national priority can be addressed
through Moodle. Leam more . . .

Curve Consortium

COMMUNITY .

CONTACTUS

Empowering K-12 schools to redesign education
through the development and implementation
of a comprehensive eLearning solution

Upcoming Events

% o
Gl

b
attended by more than two hundred

Watch for the next Share

Our initial two Share Fairs

were huge successes

educators. We are now preparing our Spring
Share Fair. Keep posted.

The LearningCurveMIT/OEIT partnershigcontinues to growOur purpose continues to te

providea low costself-sustainingnodel empowering schools to redesign STEM education

through the development and implementation of a comprehent@aeneng solution. To achie

t hi

S

purpose,

we must bui

d

upon

The

Lear ni

model linked by professional development and online services for students. We must also

include key professionatt the OEIT/MITso that OpenCourseWare can bduded in
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instructional modul es that are then integrate

Three important steps are essential if this is to happen:

1. The Learning Curve/OEIT/MIT partnership will develop specific instructional modules
that inegrate STEM content, pedagogy and online approaches to content engagement,
2. The Learning Curve/OEIT/MIT partnership will conduct hawodsinstitutes to test
modules with teachers from Consortium schools.
3. Following testing of several instructional moduled/inoodle sites within The Learning

Curve Consortium, modules will then be made available throughout Consortium schools.

As the Consortium expands its cluster approach throughout the Commonwealth, the result will

be a low cost sustainable approach to rega&TEM foothold in Massachusetts while

redesigning teaching and learning to meétQéntury skill development. This approach will

al so strengthen the Commonwealthdéds capacity t

an increasingly competitivglobal economy.

An evaluation plan for this approach will be developed and implemented by an objective th

party experienced in these processes.

For additional information, please contact:
Romeo Marqui$ rmarquis@thelearningcurve.org
John Pisa jpiso@imgsoftware.com

Frank Pisd fpiso@imgsoftware.com

Jeff Merrimani merriman@mit.edu

Brandon Muramatsi mura@mit.edu

Additional resources about STEM >>>>>>>>>55555555>>>>>
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STEM Resources:

e The Commonwealth Report: STEM Education
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eY8U5zBRPi8

e TRECASTEM Education
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLMXxghgQj0&NR=1

e 2009 Resolutions: STEM Education
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTIM7XEQ28o0&feature=related

Back to Table of Contents
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Moodle in Primary Grades

We certainly know that online learning is aliaed well in many middle and high schools.

Teachers from primary grades, though, often ask how this topic affects them. In response, | know
of no better way than to speak with Cynthia Damian who teaches in a looping arrangement in
Grades 1 and 2.

| 6 v e metéheraaally! However, | can say with complete confidence that she is an
innovative educator who transforms vision into reality for her second grade students and their
parents. | can say this as a result of her participation in a couple of my gremluates and in
subsequent partnering with me in an extremely important project. Our most recent collaboration

is this article. We hope the content might be at least somewhat surprising to you.

| recently taught an asynchronous online course in multinteditty-three (yes, 53!) teachers

from several countries across several time zorndsailand, South Korea, Trinidad and Tobago,

Il ndia. Cynthia was one of my fAguest presenter
discussion forum, she was able to conduatonderful discussion while allowing these teachers

to enter her Moodle fAicourseo site as guests.
teaching and learning combining two course management systems. My graduate course was in

Blackboard while@ nt hi aés course is in Moodl e.

Cynthia teaches at the Casablanca American School, making this project even more global. This
iswhat2fCent ury professional development is all/l
Casabl anca Ame rsitednaludes@mitfaynoation ¢entéd orparents, photos of her

class, a section for reading, spelling, math, audio files, work sheets, PowerPoint presentations,

l inks to Web sites, and even math problems to

chil dren or grandchildren in Cynthiadbds cl ass?

Following is some material taken from the discussion board forum which Cynthia facilitated. To
participate in this forum, the teachers i n my
guests. Followinghese visits, discussion flowed . . . 147 posts over a few days. It is not possible
to include the entire forum here. However, he

guestions:
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Cynthia: | can use Moodle in class as a listening center because ridtarded books. This

gives me the ability to work orgne with the students as well as train a student to help me when
| can't come to the rescue. So, weekly updates would include spelling words and math word
problems. However, you could always get @heacreating your information in each module but

hide it and so when you are ready to display it you have that option.
Romeo: What a nice example of differentiating instruction.

Cynthia: Keeping my site current is important overall but that dependswiohg and what

content you are going to display. Older students can be held more accountable to it. With the
little ones, their capabilities are still developing and so you need a lot of parental supervision for
this. So, | plan on showcasing this siteSeptember at "Back to School Night."

Romeo: Nice example if educating parents

education.

Cynthia: | agree with you that it is work keeping it updated. However, | would have to say that
when | first startedny moodlesite through Romeo's Moodle course. | had a lot of trouble getting
started as an elementary teacher. | will be honest, | was ready to throw in the towel because
every teacher that was online represented middle and high school teachers but | decided to stic
with it and | am glad | did because my Moodle journey with all of those teachers made a
difference in how | wanted to design my site at the lower end. My advice to you is to take each
module one step at a time. Do not overload until you get comfortathleyour skills. Organize

and prioritize whayou want to make meaning for your students. Yessentation is important

and it should be eye catching especially for these little ones but content is what is delivered.

Romeo: Ahhh, such sound advice.

Cynthia: Updating Moodle depends on the section | need to keep current. For example, parent
newsletter and spelling words for the week are updated every week. If | am doing a unit in

Science and Social Studies | will go about next year in updating it everyké wedll post the

essential questions under each module and then update it after 3 weeks. Organize, prioritize what

you want to deliver in content areas and take it piece by piece.

Romeo: Teachers using Moodle do find that they have to be very organize
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Cynthia: Moodle has been a new experience and | would recommend it for the tools that are
made available and you can certainly differentiate instruction using it, especially if you add
audio for your struggling readers. Imagine the control and comdartwuld be giving the
students.

Romeo: |l 6ve oftemotshhoudt t Maododit &i sl it 8sraldaoddty

we do in order to strengthen ways in which we help students learn.

Cynthia: First, | am glad to be participating with you in thisdde. | am a new user to Moodle.

| took the coursdntegrating Moodle into Your Teachinigis spring. It was well worth the time |
invested with Romeo and the other online students. Not to mention that | was in tears as | had no
idea what was expected of lhecause | did this on my own while the rest of the teachers online

had each other to support one another at their local schools.

(@)
—
wm

Romeo: Cynthia is truly a pioneer, 1sn

Cynthia: Our school uses Edline. | am glad that | have expated usindoodle. | absolutely
like Moodle and | strongly believe that it is all about redesigning the way a teacher can deliver

his/her instruction. Honestly, Edline does not hold as nagddoodle.

Romeo: Edline and other tools including blogs and svékie good tools, but they are not
as comprehensive as Moodle. Moodle is truly a Learning Management System (LMS)

rather than simply a portal that providesnetools for student and teacher use.

Finally, here is a quote from a teacher who visited Cyatlsia si t e: fAYour site 1is
Every page | go into creates an ambivalent feeling of excitement and et !parent page,

all aspects of the curriculum, the skills and strategies usedumicular and extraurricular

activities- Unbelievale!! | am sure your kids are so motivated thtaidentachievement is

high!! Most of the public schoois my country Trinidad and Tobago do not have access to

this type of technology. To keep up with these 21st century skills, the systenawvelto

undergo a major overhaul beginning whilhman and financiaksources training of teachers,

etc. Maybe, | can get ambitious and propose this innovation to my principal!! Exeetidat

Keep it wup!t!tt!t11lo
Cynthia continues: Moodle has been something wemvd. | think that Moodle is a great tool to

59



use when providing students with different tasks to do. What | have liked most about this tool is

that it leaves students accountable for checking it almost daily to know what is going on or what

is going to hapen in class. Moodle is especially good to use when students are not able to make

it to class that day. Parents should also be encouraged to participate in checking the site as well.
What is important to stress with parents is that Moodle is another wéyefo to access their

chil dés performance in my <c¢cl ass. Moodl e all ow

guestions, and/or comments.

Moodle has become to me the detailed planner that | never had to lift a finger to make. With just

a simple click of a btton, accessed by a username and password, my planner has opened before
my very eyes. This to me became the very essence of distance learning. Even if the student is not
in the classroom, Moodle will have the exact information that he/she missed. Tsisddess of

the unnecessary repetition of directions and more efficient learning. It is much like taking your
classroom into the student's home. | personally feel that Moodle gives the students access to all

the information they need to know regardingaivthey have been learning in class.

Gone is the time where one will be worrying about things that they have missed in class due to
one reason or another because Moodle allows one to check on his/her course activity updates via
the internet. By utilizindvioodle, the parent, student and teacher will always have access

regarding the course.

The utilization of technology in the classroom through Moodle is not about doing one more
thing; it is about replacing something the teacher is already doing anskthieyg if it works for

both the teacher and the student and of course seeing if there is added value in the learning
process. Moodle is about getting your students excited about learning and engaging them with
the tools they want to be engaged with. Clagsrs are now extended into the Web, giving
students a common place to interact and share classroom resources. Thus, Moodle allows non
technical teachers to set up with convenience and ease a website where students will learn
together and independently. Hdplly Moodle will help more teachers connect to their students

and organize the vast knowledge we all possess individually.

Here are some screen shots from Cynthiads cou
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Our site is for students
to have access to
educational and fun
links and parents to
have access to
resources and
information relating to
the classroom. Please
email me if you have
any questions at
cmeguader@cas.ac.ma

or stop by.

Say "Peace” everyone

!

!

!
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HOWDY. PGRDNSR!

Parents as Resources

() Welcome to our Online Classroom
@] Principal's school website
%

'@ Movernbar Mewslettar

ﬂ October Mewsletter (PDF)
@) September Newsletter
iwt] First Day Letter

] Class Schedule 03-10
i Parent Information

ig] Classroom Procedures
] First grade supply list
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